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Bromyard  Urban  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 


State  of  the  Public  Health 


For  the  Year  1943 


LEO.MINSIXR  PUIXIINO  CO.,  LTD.,  2/,  DRAPERS  LANE,  LEOMINSTER. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health II.  h'.  GRKEN,  M..\.,  -^I.B.,  D.r.H. 

(On  War  Service  from  17/7/.42) 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I.  I'.  MACKl-iNZIH,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
(Deputy  County  IMedical  Olficer)  D.lMl.,  D.T.M.  ik  H. 

(Private  Tele.,  Weobley  59) 

Area  Medical  Offices  : 4,  Church  Street,  Leominster  (Tel.,  Leom.  95) 

Clerk  in  Northern  Area  Medical  B.  J.  SCANDRIyTT 

Office  (On  War  Service  from  1939) 

temporary  Clerk  MISS  D.  M.  J.  BRAMITTT 

vSanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  T.  S.  f\L\TTS,  C.S.I.B.,  iM.S.L.V., 
(Part-time)  Cert.  Meat  Insi^ector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Bromyard  Urban  Council. 

Mk.  Ch.urman,  Genxi,i!men, 

I have  the  honour  ti>  present  the  .Vnnual  Report  for  the  year  1943. 

Throughout  the  year  the  health  of  the  community  has  continued  to 
be  remarkably  good  and  no  major,  outbreaks  of  notifiable  or  nun- 
notifiable  disease  occurred. 

Your  Sanitary  lnsi>ectoir  and  I maintain  close  co-operation  on  all 
matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  comnumity.  1 am  happy  to  acknow- 
ledge again  my  appreciation  of  the  thorough  manner  in  which  he 
discharges  the  duties  of  his  position,  for  this  contributes,  in  no  small 
measure,  to  the  effective  e.xecution,  under  war-time  conditions,  of  the 
Health  Services  of  the  Council. 

1 am.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  19.14. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA: 


Area  (in  Acres) 

Number  of  inlial)ile(l  lionses  (end 
Rate  Books 
Rateable  \'alue 

Sum  represented  by  a ]>euuy  rale 


21,^ 

* 

of  according  to  the 

495 

£8,SbS 

...  17  '■> 


EXTRACT  I'ROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  Ob'  THE  YEAR: 

Biuth  RaTK  (jjer  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population) 19. b 

STIU.bikTH  RaTk.  No  Still  Births  were  recorded. 

Death  Rate  (per  i.ocki  of  estimated  resident  ]ioi>ulation) 15.6 

iNEANTii.E  IMoktalitv  Rate:  (jjer  1,000  live  births)  29.4 

Deaths  ekom  PrEKPEKAi,  Cai'sivs  : No  deaths  in  1943  were  attributable  to 
Pneri>eral  or  Maternal  causes. 


COMPARABLE  DATA  I'OR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1943  : — 

Birth  Rate 
Still  Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


16.3 
O..S 
12. r 
49.0 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA: 

LABORATt  )RY  1-ACILTTIES. 

Laboratory  facilities  continued  to  l>e  available  at  the  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Hereford,  which,  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  is 
under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

CLINICS. 

There  are  no  Clinics  provideil  bv  the  .Authority.  Under  a County 
Council  scheme  a Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  twice  monthly. 

\ 

The  nearest  Yenereal  Diseases  C'Enic  is  at  the  County  Council 
Hospital,  Hereford. 
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I atn  indebletl  to  Mr.  T.  S'.  Watts,  Snnitarj'  Inspector  to  tlie  Council, 
for  tire  following  statement  (Sections  C to  Fj  furnished  under  .'\rtic1e  27 
(snb-Section  iS)  of  tlie  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Re£;ulaitiiins. 

SECTION  C,  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
AREA. 

WATER  : SAMPLING. 

Samples  are  taken  periodically.  A Chlorination  Plant  has  been 
installed  and  the  results  of  all  samples  taken  during  the  year  have  been 
satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  adequate  means  of  sewage  purification  exists.  The  sewage  is 
discharged  into  the  river  in  iits  crude  state,-  Plans  for  a sewage  disposal 
scheme  were  made  in  1937  but  the  proposal  was  not  carried  througli  due 
to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  only  matters  noted  under  this  heading  are  dealt  with  in  the 
jjrevious  paragraph. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  of  refu.se  in  the  town  is  undertaken  by  a Contractor. 
The  service  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory  and  no  complaints 
were  received. 
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SANITARY  rNSrT-:CTK')N  OP  THE  AREA. 


INSPECTIONS: 

Housing  and  Public  Ileallli 
.Acts  

Factories  

P>ntchers’  Shops  

Dairies 

Schools  

Water  Supplies  

Infectious  Diseases  

Complaints  


DEFECTS  REMEDIED  : 


Chimney  Stacks  ...  ...  4 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  22 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  6 


FACTORIES : 

(a)  With  Mechanicid  Power. 

No.  of  Tnsi>ections  ...  ...  20 


CAMPING  SITES.— There  are 


0.  of 

Informal 

Statntor.v 

Nolice.s 

loctions 

Notice.^ 

Nolici'.*! 

complied 

scrvcrl 

served 

willi 

40 

II 

— 

to 

.32 

2 

— 

2 

35 

— 

— 

— 

31 

A 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

41 

II 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

New  Drains  ...  ...  ...  i 

New'  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  W.C.  Pans  ...  ...  5 

Flushing  Cisterns  provided  ...  5 

(b)  Without  Mechanical  Power. 
No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  12 

Defects  found  ...  ...  i 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  i 

re.gistered  sites  in  the  Area. 


BED  BUGS. — No  reports  of  infestation  received. 
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SECTION  I).  HOUSINd. 


INSrriCTION  OI'  dwtdllino  houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  liou.ses  insj^ecled  for  housing 

defects  under  I’uWic  Health  and  Housings  Acts  ...  20 

(b)  Nuinixjr  of  inspections  made  for  the  inirjjose  ...  ...  40 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be,  in  all  resi>ecls, 

reasonably  tit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  11 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  : 
Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  hous'es  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
service  of  formal  notices  ; 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Iv<ical  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

VAN  DVVEELINGvS  : Nil. 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK. 

There  are  no  milk  ])roducers  within  the  Urban  District.  lnsi>ection 
of  the  Dairies  in  town  is  carried  out  regularly  and  samples  are  takeni 
when  necessary.  IMost  of  the  milk  retailed  in  town  is  sampled  outside 
the  district. 
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MEAT  AND  OTIIKR  FOODvS. 


All  meat  now  hronMlit  into  the  Disiriet  is  iuspeeted  at  the  iilaoe  of 
slauj^hter,  which  is  under  the  cimtrol  of  the  Ministry  of  I'ood.  No  cases 
of  diseased  or  unsound  meat  have  been  noted  during  Die  year. 

FOOD  FOUND  TO  BF;  UNFFl'  F'OR  MUM.VN  CONSU.Ml’TK  )N. 

The  following  focxls  were  examined,  found  unsound  and  destroyed  ; 


Tinned  Milk 

52  tins  ... 

weight  30  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

41  tins  ... 

,,  120  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

48  tins  ... 

,,  24  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  tinned  h' 

O'ods 

51  tins  ... 

,,  40  lbs. 

SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  1943  Scarlet  Fever  of  a mild  character  was  prevalent,  and 
sixteen  cases  were  notified.  The  usual  mode  of  spread  of  this  disease  is 
personal  contact  between  a suscejitib’.e  person  and  another  person 
harbouring  the  organism  in  an  unhealthy  throat  or  nose.  A certain 
number  of  individuals  are  carriers  of  the  germ  and  if  there  is  an  increase 
in  the  pro])ortion  of  susceptible  persons  in  the  community  (who  are 
usually  young  children  in  an  urban  area),  a higher  incidence  of  the 
disease  results.  This  is  the  principal  factor  responsible  for  the  increased 
incidence  recorded  in  this  report. 

A comiilete  list  of  the  notifications  is  provided  in  the  accompanying 
analysis  in  tabular  form. 
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ANALViSlS  Ul'  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASILS,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  : 


diseasf;  age  of  patient 

Over  L'li- 

o-i  i-j  J-j  j-4  4-5  5-6  6-7  7-10  10-15  15-30  3o-jo  jo-40  40  known  T’l 


Scarlet  I'ever  ...  — — i 11  11422  — 1 i i 16 

Diphtheria  — — — — — — 1 — 1 — — 1 — — 3 

.\cute  I’riniary 

Pneuiimnia  — — — — — — — — — — — i 1 — 2 

Measles  ...  ...  — 2 — — — — — — — — — — — — 2 

W’luKipiiig  Cough  ...  — — I — — — 2 — — — — — — — • 3 

Oerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis  — — — — — i — — — — — — — — i 


diitt'theria  immunisation. 


The  state  of  immunisation  of  the  child  population  of  the  district  at 
the  end  of  1943  is  indicated  in  the  table  below  : — 


Under  3 years  of  age 

Number  Percentage 

of  group 

78  56-9% 


Between  5 and  15  years  of  age 

Number  Percentage 

of  group 

261  87.5% 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  end  of  1943  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
two  males  and  six  females  who  normally  reside  within  the  district. 
During  the  year  three  new  cases  were  notified  on  account  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  During  the  same  period  three  deaths  from  this  disease 
occurred. 


CAUSES  OF  DE.VfH  (all  ages). 

Dise.ase  Males 

b'cmales 

Total 

Tuberculosis  

I 

1 

2 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

I 

I 

2 

Heart  and  Blood  Vessels 

7 

7 

14 

Bronchitis  

0 

2 

2 

Diabetes  

...  2 

0 

■> 

Nephritis  

I 

1 

0 

Congenital  Malformation 

I 

0 

1 

Violence  

I 

0 

I 

(Ither  Causes  

0 

1 

I 

Totaes 

14 

'3 

S 


